
Keep Reading This Summer!

2022 Summer Reading
Grade 9 Honors

Walter Panas High and Lakeland High School

Summer is a great time to enjoy a book!

All grade 9 Honors English students are required to read 2 books.

Please choose TWO of the four books listed below and read them over

summer break.

Goals for Summer Reading
At Home
●Read for pleasure
●Advance literacy by engaging in reading
● Increase reading experiences through

self-selected, voluntary reading

In School
● Foster a love of reading
● Provide a common reading experience
● Enhance a sense of community
● Stimulate discussion and critical thinking

CHOOSE TWO BOOKS FROM THE LIST BELOW:

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon

A modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with autism who sets out to solve the murder of a

neighbor's dog and discovers unexpected truths about himself and the world.

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is
based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the
character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break
away from the life he was destined to live.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
A profoundly moving American classic that cuts right to the heart of life.  It is a moving and deeply
understanding story of childhood and family relationships, featuring Francie Nolan, an imaginative, alert, and
resourceful child.

Snow in August by Pete Hamill
Poised gracefully between fantasy and reality, this is a piece of magical realism.  Set in 1947 Brooklyn, NY,
the story revolves around an eleven-year-old Catholic boy and Rabbi Judah Hirsch, a Jewish refugee from
Prague.  Pete Hamill brings to life the richness and complexity of this most remarkable friendship, which is
based on learning about each others' cultures.

Back-to-School Activity



Back to School Activity:

When you get back to school in September, you will discuss the books with your

teacher.  You will be required to answer questions and/or write essays about all of the

books.  The responses to each book will count as a test.  To do well, you will need to

know the major events of the book, the characters, the setting, and other literary

terms.  You will also need to be able to discuss the themes and symbols of the book and

be able to state and substantiate an opinion of the book.

Please Note:

All summer reading titles are available in ebook format on the Sora Platform. You
can access Sora on your school’s library web page or at the bottom of the waffle
on your Chromebook or any other electronic device you choose.


